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USVI Hospitalizations Surge to 15 With Three Victims
Ventilated as Delta Variant is Suspected in Territory
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The Schneider Regional Medical Center as of Sun., July 18 2021 had ten Covid patients
receiving treatment, three of whom were ventilated.  By. SRMC 

Health officials in the U.S. Virgin Islands are ramping up their calls to the public to get
vaccinated, as the highly transmissible and deadly Delta Covid-19 variant — which British Virgin
Islands health officials believe is responsible for the calamitous situation in the BVI — has also
been suspected in the U.S. Virgin Islands, with concrete proof coming sometime this week.

As of Sunday, the territory had fifteen Covid patients hospitalized: ten on St. Thomas and five on
St. Croix, according to data provided to the Consortium by Health Commissioner Justa
Encarnacion. Of the fifteen people hospitalized, three were on ventilators: two on St. Thomas and
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one on St. Croix, the health commissioner made known.

Ms. Encarnacion also said that there would be more deaths and hospitalizations if the territory had
not been utilizing monoclonal antibody (MAB) treatments on patients, which has been proven to
help severely ill Covid patients recover. The Schneider Regional Medical Center has administered
203 MAB treatments to date, while the Juan F. Luis Hospital has administered forty-three,
according to the health commissioner.

She continued to encourage residents to take one of the three Covid-19 vaccines available in the
territory, which include the Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson and Johnson shots.

Over the weekend D.O.H. said it suspected twelve Covid samples recently sent for final
sequencing may return positive as the Delta variant, estimated to be between 40 percent–80
percent more transmissible than the original Covid-19 strain.

The Delta variant is a mutation that originally surfaced in India in December 2020 and is highly
contagious. It then swept rapidly throughout that region and throughout the United Kingdom as
well. The first Delta case in the United States was confirmed in March and it is now the dominant
strain in the U.S.

"This is worry for our small islands. But thankfully, the Covid-19 vaccine is very accessible,"
D.O.H. said. "The hesitancy or unwillingness to get vaccinated also harms our efforts to achieve
community immunity and prevent the emergence of new variants that may be resistant to the
vaccine."

According to a Wall Street Journal report, the vast majority of patients driving up Covid-19
hospitalizations in parts of the U.S. are unvaccinated. "As the highly contagious Delta variant
spreads nationwide, some hospital and public-health officials said they are preparing for
hospitalizations to potentially reach new pandemic peaks where fewer people are vaccinated,"
reads the report. 

WSJ said AdventHealth, which manages 41 hospitals across seven largely Midwestern and
Southern states, said about 97 percent of roughly 12,700 Covid-19 patients treated this year were
unvaccinated or partially vaccinated. 

Currently, 48.1 percent of the V.I. population is fully vaccinated. "For us to achieve community
immunity, we need 70 percent of the population to be fully vaccinated," D.O.H. said.

D.O.H. Medical Director, Dr. Tai Hunte-Caesar, said, "Those who remain unvaccinated continue
to drive the pandemic and promote the introduction of more harmful variants that risk the safety of
all regardless of vaccination status.”
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