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FEMA Awards More than $162,000 For Emile C. Berry
Fire Station Retrofit To Withstand Hurricane-Force
Winds
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency has awarded more than $162,000 to the
territory to retrofit the Emile C. Berry Fire Station to withstand hurricane-force winds.

The fire station, which provides a full spectrum of fire services and Emergency Medical
Services (EMS), serves approximately 20,000 Virgin Islanders. The location also serves
as an alternate Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and a primary coordination point
with the Virgin Islands Territorial Emergency Management Agency (VITEMA) EOC.
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The St. Thomas station sustained significant damage during Hurricane Irma when severe
winds and rain breached the facilities.

Five of the station’s structures will be wind retrofitted, enabling the structure to withstand
winds speeds of more than 180 mph. These measures will mitigate the risks posed by
hurricane winds, including wind load, flying debris and wind-driven rain to reduce future
structural damage or failure.

Hurricane roof straps will be installed, along with hurricane shutters, wind-rated storm
and garage bay doors. Additional hardening of rooftop equipment, roof vents, skylights,
electrical/mechanical and other equipment will be completed.

Once the work is underway on this critical facility, it is estimated to take up to three years
to complete, FEMA said.
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