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Central High Students Show Off Their Literacy Skills At
3rd Annual Litfest Event
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ST. CROIX -- Literacy was on full display at St. Croix Central High School’s Third Annual
Literary Arts Festival held in the school’s cafeteria on December 14, the Department of
Education has announced.

Students showcased their understanding of literacy in the forms of poetry, play
reenactments, film adaptations, and an open mic segment. The cafeteria was also
adorned with poster boards showcasing literary projects students completed during the
semester.


https://viconsortium.com/vi-vic_news/central-high-students-show-off-their-literally-skills-at-3rd-annual-litfest

Joseph Bess, Central High English teacher and Language Arts Department chairperson,
welcomed students, faculty and staff to the festival.

“Here at Central we don’t buy into that reputation that we lose or our students do not do
their work,” he said. “In this room right now, you have some of the smartest, hardworking
people on the island. | continue to be impressed by you as a teacher, and | hope you all
continue to be inspired to do good work from now until college.”

The festival began with a variety of poem recitations. Student Franchel Rodriguez gave a
rousing performance of the lyrical poem, “Waking on a Deserted Path.”

English teacher Reed Hapke presented a film adaptation of Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet. Students reenacted scenes from the popular play using comedy and modern
music, much to the enjoyment of the audience.

During the open mic segment, Nashilee Martinez recited an original poem titled, “Nature,”
which prompted Bess to recite an original poem of his own titled, “Lineage Confuse.”
Both poems were well received by the audience, as one talked about the beauty of
nature and the other, family dynamics.

St. Croix District Language Arts Coordinator Dr. Carla Bastian offered remarks.

“It's been my pleasure to visit the Central High School Literary Arts Festival, as it has
been in the past, it has continues to be one of the best literary festivals in the District,”
she said. “I am excited to see the students just as passionate as | was, when | was in
school. It is something | would like to see grow throughout the District.”
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