
Jean Forde Is Voted Out Of Senate

VIC News /  Published On November 07, 2018 11:33 AM /  

Staff November 07, 2018

ST. THOMAS -- Virgin Islanders in the St. Thomas-St. John District voted out Senator
Jean Forde on Tuesday night, an apparent rebuke, among other reasons, to comments
Mr. Forde made in March, 2017, when he said he would not accept a pay cut as a
senator.

The comments came during a town hall meeting held on St. Croix, when an audience
member asked whether senators would accept a $10,000 or $20,000 salary cut. The
story, first published by The Consortium, garnered widespread attention. And a video
published by VIC was watched more than 32,000 times.

https://viconsortium.com/vi-vic_news/senator-jean-forde-out
https://viconsortium.com/virgin-islands-2/watch-jean-forde-defends-85000-salary/


“I will tell you straight up, that if this job was paying $20,000 less, I would not run for it,”
Mr. Forde said during the town hall. “Because 1), I was making more than that — as a
matter of fact, it is a lateral move for me. 2), It’s because that my efforts, my energy of
what I have put in, that I am giving the money’s worth.”

By then, the audience had started to mumble, a sign of dissent among constituents.

Mr. Forde continued: “I know this might not be popular to say…. But I’m telling you that I
think that I am worth what I’m being paid.” The senator said if he’d accepted the current
salary of $85,000 and thought that he was not deserving of it, “then I would be guilty of
some degree of fraud. And I have never defrauded this government,”  he said.

“And this is not a popular position to take,” Mr. Forde went on, “but I can tell you that I
could not afford to make less than what I’m making.” The dissent among residents
attending the town hall was palpable, with mumbles turning into outright audible
denunciations of Mr. Forde’s remarks.

Mr. Forde said his aim was to empower individuals, and he pointed to his landmark
legislation of minimum wage increase. “I believe in empowering people,” Mr. Forde said
resolutely, but the audience was in an uproar by then, with the moderator attempting to
restore order.

The senator then pivoted, suggesting that the community’s call for a reduction in the pay
of lawmakers, amounted to teaching the territory’s youth that they are not worth high
salaries.

“We have got to be very careful as we send our children off to become educated, and we
tell our children that 1), Your parents are not even worth the salary that they’re making,
therefore you simply can’t even make that kind of salary,” Mr. Forde said, which again
provoked the audience’s ire. “I am saying that I am worth my salary, and if the salary was
less, I’m not going to run for it.”

When given the opportunity to respond, a resident assailed Mr. Forde.

“Most of us in here are not getting paid and haven’t been paid — especially a lot of
retirees — what we are worth, and they still owe retirees back money, retro, that no one
talks about,” she said.

Mr. Forde later said he regretted making those comments, but the damage was already
done. He placed tenth in Tuesday's general election Senate race.

View the original embedded media
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VOTES PERCENT

PRECINCTS COUNTED (25 OF 29) . . . . 29 86.00 REGISTERED VOTERS - TOTAL . . .
. . 51,095 BALLOTS CAST - TOTAL. . . . . . . 25,312 BALLOTS CAST - BLANK. . . . . . .
79 .31 VOTER TURNOUT - TOTAL . . . . . . 49.54 VOTER TURNOUT - BLANK . . . . . .
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DELEGATE TO THE HO-- USE OF REPRESENTATIVES (VOTE FOR) 1 Stacey
Plaskett (DEM) . . . . . . 15,643 98.41 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 252 1.59

GOVERNOR & LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR (VOTE FOR) 1 Albert Bryan (DEM) . . . . . . .
9,265 37.81 Kenneth E. Mapp . . . . . . . . 8,271 33.76 Adlah "Foncie" Donastorg . . . . .
4,014 16.38 Warren Mosler . . . . . . . . . 1,168 4.77 Soraya Diase Coffelt. . . . . . . 1,147
4.68 Moleto A. Smith . . . . . . . . 383 1.56 Janette Millin Young. . . . . . . 225 .92 WRITE-IN.
. . . . . . . . . . 29 .12

LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS AT LARGE (VOTE FOR) 1 Steven D. Payne
Sr. (DEM) . . . . . 7,954 43.71 Sherry-Ann Francis . . . . . . . 6,154 33.82 Angel L. Bolques
Jr.. . . . . . . 4,041 22.21 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 48 .26

LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS ST. THOMAS / ST. JOHN ST. THOMAS /
ST. JOHN (VOTE FOR) 7 Donna Frett Gregory (DEM) . . . . . 6,592 10.49 Marvin A.
Blyden (DEM) . . . . . . 6,007 9.56 Athneil "Bobby" Thomas (DEM) . . . . 5,391 8.58
Dwayne M. DeGraff. . . . . . . . 5,149 8.20 Stedmann Hodge Jr. (DEM) . . . . . 5,128 8.16
Janelle K. Sarauw. . . . . . . . 5,024 8.00 Myron D. Jackson (DEM) . . . . . . 4,841 7.71
Carla Joseph (DEM) . . . . . . . 4,653 7.41 Alma Francis Heyliger (ICM) . . . . 4,375 6.96
Jean A. Forde (DEM) . . . . . . . 3,968 6.32 Stephen "Smokey" Frett (ICM) . . . . 2,848 4.53
Irvin Pudna Mason, Sr. . . . . . . 1,920 3.06 Dolores Todmann . . . . . . . . 1,635 2.60 Wilma
Marsh Monsanto. . . . . . . 1,555 2.48 Gustave R. Dowling . . . . . . . 1,191 1.90 Bruce
Flamon (REP) . . . . . . . 1,055 1.68 Margaret Price. . . . . . . . . 699 1.11 George Trager . . .
. . . . . . 607 .97 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 177 .28

LEGISLATURE OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS ST. CROIX ST. CROIX (VOTE FOR) 7 Alicia
Barnes (DEM) . . . . . . . 7,310 12.45 Allison DeGazon (DEM) . . . . . . 7,266 12.38 Kurt
Vialet (DEM). . . . . . . . 5,346 9.11 Javan James (DEM). . . . . . . . 5,309 9.04 Novelle E
Francis, Jr. (DEM) . . . . 5,142 8.76 Kenneth Kenny Gittens (DEM) . . . . 4,110 7.00
Oakland Benta (DEM) . . . . . . . 4,001 6.82 Genevieve Whitaker . . . . . . . 2,545 4.34
Daren "Bogle" Stevens . . . . . . 2,527 4.30 Michael J Springer . . . . . . . 2,100 3.58 Lilliana
Belardo-ONeal (REP) . . . . 2,070 3.53 Robert B. Moorhead (REP) . . . . . 1,962 3.34
Norman Jn Baptiste . . . . . . . 1,790 3.05 Emmett Hansen . . . . . . . . . 1,609 2.74 Patricia
James. . . . . . . . . 1,571 2.68 Malik Stridiron . . . . . . . . 1,186 2.02 Troy Mason . . . . . . . . .
. 1,084 1.85 Carew Felix. . . . . . . . . . 840 1.43 Omar Hashim Henry. . . . . . . . 415 .71
Abraham Ortiz . . . . . . . . . 368 .63 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 157 .27

BOARD OF EDUCATION - STX ST. CROIX (VOTE FOR) 2 Terrence T. Joseph (DEM) .
. . . . 4,545 44.01 Winona A. Hendricks (DEM) . . . . . 3,677 35.60 Carmen Huertas. . . . . .
. . . 2,061 19.96 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 45 .44

BOARD OF EDUCATION - STT / STJ ST. THOMAS / ST. JOHN (VOTE FOR) 2 Judy M.
Gomez (DEM) . . . . . . . 5,264 36.88 Jeanette Smith Barry (DEM). . . . . 4,988 34.94
Nandi SeKou, Esq.. . . . . . . . 3,925 27.50 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 97 .68

BOARD OF ELECTIONS - STX ST. CROIX (VOTE FOR) 3 Raymond J. Williams (DEM) .
. . . . 4,367 43.80 Barbara JacksoMcIntosh (DEM) . . . . 3,623 36.34 Frederick R.
Espinosa (REP) . . . . 1,893 18.99 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 88 .88



BOARD OF ELECTIONS - STT / STJ ST. THOMAS / ST. JOHN (VOTE FOR) 2 Atanya
Springette (DEM). . . . . . 4,018 37.88 Harriet A. Mercer (REP). . . . . . 3,773 35.57
Eduardo Carmona (DEM) . . . . . . 2,646 24.94 WRITE-IN. . . . . . . . . . . 171 1.61

BOARD OF ELECTIONS - STT / STJ ST. THOMAS / ST. JOHN (VOTE FOR) 1 WRITE-
IN. . . . . . . . . . . 372 100.00
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