
Man Firebombs Federal Offices In St. Thomas; Suspect
In Custody
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Last updated: 5:10 p.m. ST. THOMAS -- A man firebombed federal offices in St. Thomas
in the wee hours of Tuesday morning, The Virgin Islands Consortium has learned.

Details of the incident, which occurred at around 2:00 a.m. this morning, remain scant,
but the suspect, who is said to be in custody, firebombed the offices of the federal
recruiter in the Nisky Shopping Center, as seen below.  The offices hosted recruiters for
Navy and Marine.
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It is unknown whether a motive for the attack has been established. V.I.P.D. Public
Information Officer Glen Dratte said the incident is being handled by the federal
government, and that information had been transmitted to the V.I.P.D., which will be
issued to the media sometime today.

The suspect is said to have also targeted the Coast Guard offices on the waterfront next
door to the Senate Building and the Ron de Lugo Federal Building also on Veterans
Drive, and at first glance none of those buildings show signs of damage or attack.
However, according to a press release Government House issued this afternoon, VI Fire
Service personnel extinguished a fire which was burning palm trees, plant boxes, and an
area of lawn at the Ron de Lugo Federal Building. They simultaneously suppressed a fire
burning an area of lawn at the Coast Guard building. Both situations were under control
within ten minutes, according to Fire Service officials. There were two V.I.P.D. police
SUVs parked outside the Coast Guard offices at 11:00 a.m. today.

V.I.P.D. Commissioner Delroy Richards told The Consortium this afternoon that he
learned of the incident at around the time it occurred. Mr. Richards said he was told that
the man currently being held by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, was most likely not
from the territory, and was driving a truck with gasoline containers at the back when he
was apprehended.

The Government House release says a major effort was launched immediately to
investigate the series of attacks on the federal properties. The United States Coast
Guard Investigative Service, the FBI, V.I.P.D, and the V.I. Fire Service Arson Prevention
and Investigation Unit were among the initial agencies involved.

Officials have offered no details about the person being detained, or how he may have
been linked to the fires. There have been no reports of any injuries resulting from these
fires, according to Government House.

 

Correction: March 3, 2017

A previous version of this story stated that the federal offices in the Nisky Shopping
Center hosted Navy and Air Force recruits. However, the facility hosted federal Navy and
Marine recruiters. The story has been updated to reflect the correct information.
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