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Marvin Blyden Tops St. Thomas Senate Race, Harrigan
Out; Two Newcomers Fight For Seventh Seat
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ST. THOMAS -- Senator Marvin Blyden, as with Kurt Vialet in St. Croix, has for the
second time topped the Senate race in St. Thomas, leading a pack of more than 17
candidates with a total of 6,186 votes, according to unofficial tallies from the Elections
System of the Virgin Islands.

Senator Janette Millin Young came in second with 5,030 votes, followed by Tregenza A.
Roach -- both senators have stood out by breaking ranks with their colleagues on
multiple occasions, the latest being their decision not to approve a $247 million working
capital debt financing measure, recently signed into law by Governor Kenneth Mapp.
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Myron Jackson came in fourth place with 4,200 votes, followed by Jean Forde with a total
of 4,023 votes.

Senator Justin Harrigan, Sr. did not survive the race; the senator was knocked down to
ninth place while two newcomers continue to battle for the seventh seat. Mr. Harrigan
came under fire in November 2015, after stating during a Senate hearing that senators
could "take" the government's money when hard times hit, with the intent of returning the
funds.

Newcomer Kevin A. Rodriguez, a Democrat, came in sixth with a total of 3,929 votes,
while Dwayne Degraff, an Independent who has secured 3,631 votes, and Janelle K.
Sarauw, another Independent who has so far gathered 3,592 votes, continue to battle for
the seventh seat. The race is close enough that absentee ballots and walk-ins could tip
the balance.

The At-Large race was won unopposed by Brian A. Smith, with a total of 5,563 votes.
Senator Almando Liburd, the current at-large senator, and Clifford Graham, chairman of
the Committee on Finance, did not seek reelection.
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