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Backlash Hits Etana Following Announcement As
Trump Supporter In Interview
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ST. CROIX -- Conscious-singing reggae artist Etana has come under immense pressure
following her endorsement of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump, whose
statements about minorities have led to a widespread belief that Mr. Trump, who debates
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton tonight, is a racist.

Etana, 32, born Shauna McKenzie, is a native of Jamaica and naturalized U.S. Citizen.
She told ubiquitous Jamaican journalist and Entertainment Report TV show host,
Anthony Miller, that she would be voting for Mr. Trump.


https://viconsortium.com/vi-entertainment/backlash-hits-etana-following-announcement-trump-supporter-interview
https://www.facebook.com/388117401328419/videos/772652452874910/

"Yes, | am a Trump supporter,” Etana said in the interview. "And | know a lot of people
will probably be like, 'What do you say about Trump being prejudice.’ He's not prejudice,
for me anyway, [being] frank, straight to the point, cut and dry, black and white, it is what
it is, say what it is. Don't beat around the bush; you don't like a certain thing, you don't
like it, that's it. End of story. And the reason why I'm a Trump supporter is because he's
all of that and more."

Challenged by Mr. Miller about Mr. Trump's remarks that Mexicans are rapists, Etana
shot back: "No, he's referring to those that are." Questioned about Mr. Trump's remarks
that Mexicans are drug dealers, Etana responded as swiftly, stating that Mr. Trump was
“referring to those that are."

Below, Etana sings at Carnival Village in St. Thomas in April

View the original embedded media

She went on: "There are quite a number of maybe Mexicans, Spanish people, Black
people -- all kinds of different races, right? Who are in the country illegally, who are doing
things that they are not supposed to do, and he's just saying, 'Hey, look, we cannot afford
ourselves in America, why are we letting in all of these people? And then we sit down
and fret if they're going to bomb us tomorrow.™

Etana added that she was not a prejudice person and believe in the unification of
different races coming into America to build a stronger union.

"However, think about it, you're in your house and you have to take a flight tomorrow, and
you're looking around -- and don't tell me that you don't do this, cause if you're in America
flying anywhere, you're going to look around at everybody to see anybody who fits the
stereotype of a terrorist, and you're going to fret or you're going to consider not taking
that flight."

Asked if people should be racially profiled, Etana said no, but added, "Why must we live
that way, then, and allow all these people to come into the country when you don't know?
Because these people come into the country in America, they get jobs, they go to school,
they raise families, they do all kinds of things and then all of a sudden, 'dem’ just strike."

Etana, who recently had a child, is no stranger to the U.S. Virgin Islands, her latest
performance being this year during the St. Thomas Carnival Village, where she sang a
surfeit of songs, including her ubiquitous hit, | Am Not Afraid.

Backlash has been far and wide. Many have said that the singer's stance that singing
about roots and culture and yet voting for Mr. Trump was not contradictory, is
hypocritical.

"My music has nothing to do with what | believe in. Like, okay, because | believe in a
certain way or life, or because | think that | should be a Trump supporter, has nothing to
do with what | sing about or write about," Etana said. "My music is for the world and for
the people, but this is just a personal thought."

Etana later tried to backpedal, apologizing to anyone that she had offended and stressing
that her music remains about unity. She did not attempt to change her stance about
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voting for Mr. Trump.

Etana also said in a video response about a separate controversy deriving from the same
interview with Mr. Miller concerning whether she would rather live in the U.S. as
compared to her land of birth, that she would never talk about politics again, because the
situation had flipped on her "wicked."

Etana did say that should would not live in Jamaica all her life, though she denies saying
that she'd rather live in the U.S., where she is a citizen. The singer said she was
attempting to get a conversation started around the poverty affecting Jamaica, and for
Jamaicans to do something about it.

"Instead of bringing in a fleet of cars for the government, bring in a fleet of ambulances
for the people. Instead of buying tanker for the soldiers, fix up the healthcare system. All
I'm saying is take care of the people. Help to govern the people but don't just police them.
That's all I'm saying. | never said at any point that | do not want to live in or move from
Jamaica," Etana said.
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