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VI G.O.P. Files Ethics Complaint Against Plaskett;
Congresswoman Calls Move A Distraction
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ST. CROIX -- The Republican Party of the Virgin Islands said it filed an ethics complaint
against Delegate to Congress Stacey Plaskett on Wednesday, asking the House
Committee on Ethics and the independent, non-partisan Office of Congressional

Ethics, to investigate the congresswoman's alleged use of congressional resources for
her personal use.

“Anyone who has ever held a real job knows you can’t exploit company resources,” said
Republican Party chairman John Canegata. “Unfortunately, Congresswoman Plaskett
never learned that lesson because she has spent her entire career in government,
working off the taxpayer dime. Using taxpayer-funded congressional resources for her
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personal and political matters isn’t just wrong, it’s illegal.”

The local G.O.P. alleges that upon returning to work Tuesday after the summer recess,
Ms. Plaskett used an email newsletter to attack Republican nominee for Congress
Gordon Ackley. The release, issued today, adds that the email newsletter was sent
during office hours, raising questions over whether Ms. Plaskett has the required
separation between her official congressional office and her re-election campaign.

The Republican Party added that it was also discovered that Ms. Plaskett’s official
congressional office press secretary edited her entry in Wikipedia, an online crowd-
sourced encyclopedia, on at least four occasions.

Ms. Plaskett's press secretary Richard Motta told The Consortium that the delegate had
not received any notification from the Committee on Ethics, and cast the local G.O.P.'s
grievances as a distraction to the work the congresswoman has been doing on behalf of
the people of the Virgin Islands.

"Anybody could say that they sent a letter to the Ethics Committee, we have not received
any notification," Mr. Motta said. He added that since returning to Washington, D.C. on
Tuesday, Ms. Plaskett has been focused on working hard, "and these things are just
really distractions. Instead of offering a plan to stop gun violence and to mitigate the rise
of Zika in the community, something that the territory is really struggling to deal with,
instead of offering a plan in their party to deal with that, they seem intent on distracting
the people of the Virgin Islands.”

The local G.O.P. also assailed Ms. Plaskett for allegedly using her official congressional
office on July 21 to respond to the release of what the G.O.P. dubbed a sexually-themed
photograph sent by SMS messaging in what she called a “personal” and “private” matter,
adding that it was unclear if an official congressional device was used to capture or
transmit the photograph.

Mr. Ackley is expected to face Ms. Plaskett during the November General Election. The
first-term congresswoman -- who crushed her Demoractic challenger, Ronald Russell
during the August Primary -- is heavily favored to win.
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