
VI Government Establishes Plan To Combat Zika Virus;
'Aggressive' Mosquito Eradication And Public
Outreach Efforts Underway
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ST. CROIX -- Despite only one confirmed case in the territory, the local government is
focusing its resources on preventing the spread of the Zika virus, a press release
Government House issued late Friday says.

According to the release, a preliminary action plan was established this week with the
assistance of Acting Department of Health Commissioner Dr. Michelle Davis, an expert
epidemiologist and regional health administrator for the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.
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Dr. Davis has been in constant contact with the Center for Disease Control and
monitoring World Health Organization reports since learning of the potential threat to the
Virgin Islands. 

“We are working diligently to prepare and protect the territory,” Dr. Davis said.  “I am
appreciative of the assistance of the CDC with the diagnostics and educational materials.
I will be continuing to work with the CDC in the event of further developments.”

Governor Kenneth Mapp has directed the mobilization of a multi-agency team led by
D.O.H.

“We are extremely fortunate to have the assistance and leadership of Dr. Davis, who is a
true expert in this area,” the governor said.

Deputy Health Commissioner Kimberly Jones, who has helped coordinate prevention
efforts, said additional resources are being directed to mosquito eradication, as well to
boosting education initiatives. Public information campaigns are expected to ramp up in
the coming days and information will be disseminated in schools, workplaces and at large
events such as the upcoming Agriculture Fair on St. Croix.

Enforcement officers from D.O.H., the Waste Management Authority, the Department of
Planning and Natural Resources and the Department of Licensing and Consumer Affairs
temporarily assigned to the Virgin Islands Police Department will be allowed to return to
their posts when an executive order assigning them to the VIPD expires on January 31,
2016, the release made known.

“These officers will be visiting neighborhoods throughout the territory to assist in
eradication efforts, but we are also calling on every Virgin Islander to do their part,” Ms.
Jones said. “Get rid of any standing water in and around your homes and help your
friends and family members do the same. Report stagnant water to the Department of
Health that is too big for you to handle such as an abandoned cistern or pool.”

Ms. Jones also urged Virgin Islanders to protect themselves from bites as best they can
with clothing and repellents. She said those with symptoms similar to those found with
the Zika virus should see a healthcare provider. D.O.H. in conjunction with the CDC
continues to test specimens from suspected cases of the virus at no cost to residents,
stated the release.

D.O.H. has also distributed approximately 3000 mosquito nets focusing their efforts on
pregnant women, who doctors believe are at greatest risk from exposure to Zika. And
officials at the department have conducted healthcare provider training sessions in both
the St. Thomas/St. John and the St. Croix districts. Training has been conducted with
emergency room staff at the Roy L. Schneider Hospital on St. Thomas and the Juan F.
Luis Hospital on St. Croix to help them recognize suspected cases. 

Additionally, a comprehensive training session was conducted with the entire staff of the
Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority, as its personnel often come in contact with
potential mosquito breeding grounds around bins and other disposal sites.

“I want our residents and our visitors to rest assured we are taking all possible steps to
combat this virus and we will continue to keep the public informed with regular updates,”



Ms.  Jones said.

All those with questions or concerns should contact D.O.H. at (340) 718-1311 on St.
Croix or its St.  Thomas/St. John offices at (340) 774-9000. Updates and information are
also available on the department's website at www.healthvi.gov.
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