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TORTOLA -- Architects preparing building plans for food handling establishments and
food processing plants are urged to present detailed drawings and specifications on
plumbing and liquid waste disposal when submitting plans for approval.

Acting Chief Environmental Health Officer, Yolanda Penn, said plans are being submitted
to the Town and Country Planning Department that are lacking certain vital components
which are needed to expedite the approval process and aid decision making.

Penn said, “Plans should clearly outline the route for pipes bearing potable water and
grey and black water as it relates to the site and its buildings. Detailed and exact
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positioning and dimensions of all applicable traps, basins and interceptors must also be
included in the plans.”

Penn stated that detailed drawings of septic tanks or other suitable liquid waste treatment
systems should outline volume, dimension, and location of systems relative to buildings
and must clearly show setbacks from boundaries, ghuts and water bodies.

The Acting Chief said if plans are submitted with the necessary information it will save
time and ensure that all works are completed properly from the start.

She said this will reduce future problems of failed systems which not only can impact the
owner but the wider community because of the offensive odors, pests and unsanitary
conditions that can result.

The Environmental Health Division and the Town and Country Planning Department
along with persons from other relevant authorities including Public Works, Conservation
and Fisheries, Fire and Rescue, Royal Virgin Islands Police Force, Disaster
Management, Land Registry, Survey Department and Water and Sewerage are
responsible for reviewing building plans to be considered for approval.
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