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(New York Times)-- Washington -- President Obama on Thursday announced that he
had authorized targeted American airstrikes against Islamic militants in Iraq, scrambling
to avert the fall of the Kurdish capital of Erbil and returning the United States to a
significant battlefield role in Iraq for the first time since the last American soldier left the
country at the end of 2011.

Speaking at the White House on Thursday night, Mr. Obama also said that American
military aircraft had dropped food and water to tens of thousands of Iraqis trapped on a
barren mountain range in northwestern Iraq, having fled the militants, from the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria, who threaten them with what Mr. Obama called “genocide.”

Full Story here.
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