
Suspect in Custody After Fatal Sion Farm Shooting
Near WMJR Service Station

VIPD says Pedro Melendez Sanes was found unresponsive after
ShotSpotter and multiple 911 reports of shots fired near WMJR Service
Station in Sion Farm; he was pronounced dead at the scene, a suspect
is in custody, and the case remains active, police said
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Sion of Friday night's shooting at the WMJR Service Station in Sion Farm.  By. V.I.
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ST. CROIX — Pedro Melendez Sanes has been identified as the man killed Friday
evening near the WMJR Service Station in Sion Farm, where police say a ShotSpotter
notification and multiple 911 calls reported shots fired.

A suspect is in custody, according to information provided by VIPD Director of
Communications Glen Dratte.

The incident occurred at around 7:07 p.m., when the St. Croix 911 Emergency Call
Center received a ShotSpotter notification along with multiple calls reporting shots fired in
the vicinity of the service station.

The VIPD, Emergency Medical Services and other emergency personnel were
dispatched to the scene. Upon arrival, responders discovered an unresponsive adult
male, who was pronounced dead at the scene.

The deceased was later identified as Pedro Melendez Sanes.

The shooting brings the territory’s homicide count for 2026 to 24, according to Mr. Dratte.
St. Thomas and St. Croix have each recorded 12 homicides so far this year. Mr. Dratte
initially told the Consortium that St. Thomas had recorded 13 homicides and St. Croix 11,
but he later corrected those figures.

VIPD said the case remains under active investigation and that additional information will
be released as it becomes available.

Anyone with information about this shooting or any other incident is asked to call the
Criminal Investigation Bureau at 340-778-2211, Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS, or
911.
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