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Trinidad Prime Minister to Country: 'Take Cover' in War
Against Coronavirus
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PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, Mar. 30, CMC — Trinidad Prime Minister Dr. Keith Rowley on
Sunday urged the nation to fight the “invisible enemy” of COVID-19.

In amessage delivered from his residence, just hours before the implementation of measures to
curb t he spread of the virus, Rowley put the twin island republic on war path.

In making reference to citizens who fought in both World Wars, the Prime Minister said that the
battle against the coronavirusis no different.

“The difference between this war and those World Wars was that those who picked up arms to
defend us, carried guns, fired bullets. The war that we're fighting now is an invisible enemy, a
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micro-pathogen that you will not see with the naked eye but we know it’sthere,” he said.
“This pathogen could strike us and it could take days before we know who is a casualty.”

“In those days when the instruction was given, it was more than likely an instruction that says,
‘To the breaches, aim fire.” Today the instructions are, ‘ Take cover’, meaning, stay home. Do not
congregate, isolate and quarantine yourselves,” Rowley said.

“Today, every single one of us has to be a soldier because the enemy can come from any one of
us. So we have to be extra careful,” he added.

According to the Prime Minister — “the most wide-ranging law in this war isthe law of common
sense.”

“And as we engage, we advise, we request, we suggest, we instruct and we enforce, we expect that
all aong thisjourney, common sense will prevail,” he said.

He said the main weapon is basic hygiene which “is not written in any law.”
Dr. Rowley said the law cannot guarantee that hands will be washed and faces will not be touched.

“Such isthe nature of the response today going forward. That is the antidote that’ s present and
until avaccineisavailable, it is the best weapon that we have. So please, let common sense
prevail and let personal responsibility be your contribution,” he said.

He said the true heroes in this war are the health care workers who are on the frontline fighting to
save the lives of those affected by the virus and doing their best to stop the spread.

He also stressed that persons should not leave their homes to exercise.

“If you want to exercise, | am sure there is enough space in your homes to exercise,” he said,
adding, “If we say thereisacrisis and some things have to be given up to overcome this peril.
That iswhy itiscalled acrisis. That iswhy it is called a peril.”

“In this emergency | know it’s not easy to not be able to hug your grandparents and your
grandchild but that is what we give up to be safe and to be successful.”

He said that based on the models, it’ s expected that in the coming weeks, things will get worse
with more infections and possibly more deaths.

“What we are trying to do is to minimise those numbers by our response and behaviour which
simply says, withdraw and isolate. That is how we will defeat thisinvisible enemy.”
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