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Rudy Bridges Memorial Scholarship Transforms
Tragedy Into Advocacy Against Gun Violence

Created in memory of Rudy Bridges, who was murdered in 2024, the
scholarship and Bridging The Gap 4 Youth empower young voices,
highlight the lasting toll of gun violence, and transform community
grief into advocacy, resilience, and hope.
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Terry Bridges, mother of the late Rudy Bridges, presents the Rudy Bridges Memorial
Scholarship to essay contest winner Jordann Callwood. By. BRIDGING THE GAP 4
YOUTH.
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ST. THOMAS — The Rudy Bridges Memorial Scholarship was established to honor the
life and legacy of Rudy Bridges, who was brutally murdered in broad daylight at Brewers
Bay on July 8, 2024. His death left a lasting impact on his family, friends, and the wider
Virgin Islands community, but it also galvanized efforts to continue the work he had
already begun.

Before his murder, Rudy had started laying the groundwork for a mission rooted in
philanthropy. That vision is now embodied in Bridging The Gap 4 Youth, the organization
dedicated to advocacy, raising awareness of the social and mental toll of gun violence,
and empowering young people to take the lead in calling for change.

This summer, the group launched several initiatives that extended Rudy’s mission. In one
effort, school bags filled with supplies were distributed to elementary school students.
Another milestone came with the introduction of the Rudy Bridges Memorial Scholarship
Essay Contest, inviting University of the Virgin Islands students to reflect on the human
cost of gun violence.

The contest’s winning essay, written by UVI student Jordann Callwood, was recognized
for its honesty and depth. Jordann’s work spoke directly to the silent struggles
experienced by those who live in the shadow of gun violence in the Virgin Islands, where
fear, trauma, and loss extend well beyond the immediate victims.

The Weight of Gun Violence in the Virgin Islands

A key study highlights the gravity of the issue: between 1999 and 2014, the Virgin Islands
recorded an average of 37.4 homicides per 100,000 residents per year. This rate was
significantly higher than many neighboring Caribbean territories and far above that of
numerous U.S. cities.

Psychologists emphasize that survivors of violent loss often experience symptoms similar
to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), including flashbacks, hypervigilance, and
avoidance behaviors, compounded by the weight of grief. For young people, the effects
often appear in school performance, social development, and overall mental health.

Jordann Callwood’s essay connected these realities to the broader experience of a
community where violence leaves scars both visible and hidden. By naming these
challenges and reflecting on their impact, the essay exemplified the spirit of Bridging The
Gap 4 Youth: to confront violence not only by acknowledging it, but also by building
pathways to healing and resilience.

Carrying Rudy’s Legacy Forward

The scholarship and its accompanying initiatives reflect a larger mission. Bridging The
Gap 4 Youth is not only about documenting the problem, but also about amplifying young
voices that are too often unheard. Through education, dialogue, and community action, it
aims to create opportunities for healing, understanding, and advocacy.

The story of the Rudy Bridges Memorial is ultimately one of transformation — of turning
sorrow into strength and pain into purpose. It is a reminder that while gun violence leaves
deep wounds, communities can unite to heal, to educate, and to demand change.



By continuing Rudy Bridges’ mission, Bridging The Gap 4 Youth underscores a belief that
even in tragedy, young people can inspire transformation. The scholarship carries
forward his legacy with the conviction that communities can build bridges — not only
toward awareness, but toward action, healing, and a future free of violence.
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