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Governor Bryan Urges Conflict Resolution After Fatal
Carnival Weekend Shootings

After two people were killed and another injured during Carnival on St.
Thomas, Governor Bryan says more must be done to help young men
resolve conflicts without violence, noting cameras and police alone
aren’t enough to prevent tragedy.
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Governor Albert Bryan Jr.

Following the violent end to Carnival weekend on St. Thomas, where three people were shot —
two fatally — in less than 24 hours, Governor Albert Bryan Jr. once again spoke of the necessity of
helping young male Virgin Islanders devel op better conflict resolution skills.
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“Cameras are not a deterrent for people who are on amission,” the governor responded following
a question on the deployment of surveillance equipment in downtown Charlotte Amalie during the
carnival festivities. “We're able to deter alot of crime from happening, but not all.”

Speaking during Monday's press briefing from Government House, the governor further stated,
“We need to talk to our young men about resolving matters because all the amount of cameras, all
the amount of police are not going to be a deterrent to people who are determined to take other
people's lives."

While there is increased camera surveillance in place for mass crowd events such as Carnival,
Governor Bryan noted that in at |east one of the incidents, cameras may not have been particularly
helpful. “We can't put cameras in the bathroom. From what | understood, that's where the incident
took place,” he noted, referring to the Saturday night shooting in a Fort Christian restroom which
claimed the life of 26-year old Frankie Matthew.

Despite the potential lack of incriminating video footage, the governor nevertheless expressed
faith in the investigative abilities of the police to find Mr. Matthew's killer. “We've got great
officers, and they're going to track them down.”

© Viconsortium 2025


https://viconsortium.com/mobile/vi-crime/virgin-islands-fatal-shooting-in-fort-christian-parking-lot-ends-final-night-of-carnival-village

