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Haitian Woman Detained on St. Croix Dies in ICE
Custody

Marie Ange Blaise, detained by immigration authorities at St. Croix's
airport, dies weeks later in a Florida ICE detention facility after
reportedly complaining of chest pain; ICE says the cause of death
remains under investigation.
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The Henry E. Rohlsen Airport on St. Croix.  By. V.I. CONSORTIUM. 

ST. CROIX — A 44-year old Haitian woman being held in a Florida detention facility has died in
the custody of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the agency reported earlier this week.

Marie Ange Blaise was at the Henry E. Rohlsen airport on St. Croix when she was intercepted by
Customs and Border Protection officers on February 12, 2025. She was reportedly there to catch a
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flight to Charlotte, North Carolina.

Unable to find records of permitted entry, CBP reportedly issued Ms. Blaise a notice of expedited
removal. Within days, she was transferred to the custody of ICE in San Juan, and then moved to
an ICE detention facility in Louisiana on February 21 before being moved to Pompano Beach,
Florida on April 5.

Twenty days later, Marie Ange Blaise was dead. According to the ICE announcement, “the cause
of death is under investigation.” On Wednesday, however, House Representative Sheila Cherfilus-
McCormick, who serves Florida's 20th Congressional District, said that Ms. Blaise “had been
complaining about chest pain for hours,” and was reportedly given some medication and told to
rest. “Unfortunately, Marie never woke up.”

Meanwhile, the ICE announcement stated that “all people in ICE custody receive medical, dental
and mental health screening and 24-hour emergency care at each detention facility.” Complaints
about overcrowding and inhumane conditions, however, have been rising, due to the ramped up
immigration enforcement actions ordered by President Trump. “Some facilities are operating
above contracted capacity,” acknowledged ICE spokesperson Mike Alvarez in a statement to the
Washington Post.

“ICE is diligently working to decompress these detention facilities while maintaining compliance
with federal standards and commitment to humane treatment,” Mr. Alvarez declared.
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