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Monitor Arrested Following Assault on Student at
Eulalie Rivera School

Suspect Spanesia K. Anderson turns herself in; multiple charges
including child abuse
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Mugshot of Spanesia K. Anderson. By. THE VIRGIN ISLANDS POLICE DEPARTMENT

ST. CROIX — Spanesia K. Anderson, a school monitor at the Eulalie Rivera School
turned herself in at the Wilbur H. Francis Command Police Station on Thursday,
responding to a warrant issued for her arrest in connection with an incident of child
abuse. According to the VIPD, the warrant had been issued earlier on the same day.
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The incident, which occurred during school hours, involved the assault of a minor student
while Anderson was performing her school monitor duties. The charges against
Anderson include child abuse, simple assault and battery, aggravated assault and
battery, and disturbance of the peace.

Anderson was taken into custody and booked at the Wilbur H. Francis Command Police
Station. Her bail was set at $1,500. She is scheduled to appear in court on January 12,
2024.

The disturbing incident gained widespread attention after videos of the altercation
surfaced and were widely shared on social media. In one video, the female monitor is
seen wielding what appears to be a plastic softball bat, which she uses to strike the
student at least twice, while asking the male student to repeat what he had earlier stated.
"Talk it now!" the monitor yells. Another clip shows the same monitor loudly admonishing
the student, warning against provocation. "All you really believe people does be playing
with all you. All that mouth you just had out there, give me it now, nuh. Because you
believe people fraid you. Ain't nobody f%#!ing fraid you!"

She proceeds to tell the boy that she only wants him to "mumble” something. "Talk! Say
something, nuh!" the female monitor yelled. During this time, another monitor, a male,
stood by as an observer to the unfolding incident.

The V.I1. Dept. of Education has said it is investigating the incident, but the department
did not divulge information that it has gathered thus far, including what enraged the
monitor to act in such a manner. In one of the two videos reviewed by the Consortium,
the monitor is heard saying, "come outside and threaten me again," suggesting that the
student may have made a threat against her.

At the end of one of the two videos, the monitor is heard saying she would send "my
partner them" in the community the boy resides "to f%#! you up!"

"Acknowledging the circulation of a video depicting the incident that transpired earlier
today, St. Croix District Superintendent Ericilda Herman, Ed. D. wants to assure the
public that the department is fully committed to conducting a thorough investigation," the
department said in a statement, adding that "the paramount concern is the safety and
well-being of all students, faculty, and staff."

Education officials said they will work "to gather accurate information and implement all
necessary protocols," and that the department remains "steadfast in its commitment to
transparency and ensuring a resolution to the matter at hand.”
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